
December at Moreau  

 

Friday, December 2nd 5-8 pm Luminary Walk 
Follow the soft glow of the luminaries on this beautiful walk along the shore of Moreau Lake. This is a 
time for families and friends to come together in nature, or come alone and make new friends! The 
Friends of Moreau Lake State Park will be serving up hot chocolate (bring a mug but if you forget we’ll 
have paper cups) at our Warming Hut where you can gather around the bonfire and enjoy the 
camaraderie. BYO s'mores ingredients (and maybe extra to share)! No sign-ups are necessary. There will 
be a $5 program fee per vehicle, payable by cash or check upon arrival. Questions? Call or text 518-917-
2174. 
 
Monday, December 5th at 10 am Knee-high Naturalist 
Geared toward children aged 2-5, (siblings welcome) Knee-high Naturalist is a fun introduction to 
nature. We meet in the Nature Center where we begin by reading a nature-themed book or two and 
then take a short walk together outdoors, keeping our eyes open for animal tracks, shells, feathers and 
other signs of the natural world around us. Dress for the weather. 
Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $1 per child, payable by cash or check 
at the Nature Center upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Monday, December 5th at 1 pm Family Hike 
Family hikes are slower paced, easy-going walks intended to comfortably bring people together in 
nature. All ages and abilities are welcome to join in. The pace and path will be determined by the group 
at the time of the hike. At this time our trails are not able to accommodate strollers or wheelchairs, 
however, we can stay to the roads making the hike more accessible. If this is something your party 
requires, please let us know when you sign up.  
Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $5 for adults (18+) and $1 per child, 
payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
 
Wednesday, December 7th at 10 am Nature Trail Hike 
This guided hike is one of our easier ones and follows an approximately 3 mile trail around the lake. If 
it’s icy bring micro-spikes, if you don’t have them we do have some available to borrow. In case of snow, 
bring snowshoes- or you may rent them at the office for $5 per pair. 
Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $5 for adults (18+) and $1 per child, 
payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Thursday, December 8th at 5 pm Full Moon Hike 
Join a Park Educator on a beginner hike around Moreau Lake. If the clouds cooperate we’ll get to enjoy 
the splendor of the moon rising above the mountains! This hike is family friendly and well-behaved dogs 
on a 6 foot or shorter leash are welcome. Dress for the weather and bring micro-spikes or snowshoes; 
there are limited numbers of micro-spikes to borrow and snowshoes to rent ($5 per pair) if weather-
appropriate- let us know if you need either when you sign up. Reservations are required at least 24 
hours in advance- the earlier the better as this is a popular program and it fills up quickly. The cost is $5 
for adults (18+) and $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve 
your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 



Friday, December 9th at 9:30am Wiggly Wanderers  
Wiggly wanderers is a new program that is offered to walking toddlers, carriable babies and their 
caregivers. This will be a beginner’s hike/wander series for toddlers who are ready to move and 
caregivers who are willing and able to baby wear and/or carry their toddler if their legs get too tired. We 
will not plan too much distance walking and we will rely on teachable moments to carry us through 
these experiences. Strollers will not work for these programs. While you do not need to attend each 
week, we will continue to build our toddlers hiking skills as well as their caregivers' confidence taking the 
children into the woods to explore. This program has limited sign up available, please pre-register. Call 
518-917-2174. Fee is 1$ per child.  
 
Tuesday, December 13th at 10 am Mud Pond Hike 
This guided, beginner-rated hike begins on the Nature Trail and then takes us around Mud Pond where 
we can view Moreau Lake’s oldest beaver lodge! In case of ice, bring micro-spikes. If you don’t own 
them we do have some available to borrow. In case of snow bring snowshoes. If you don’t own them we 
have rentals available for $5 at the office. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The 
cost is $5 for adults (18+) and $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To 
reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Thursday, December 15th at 10 am Knee-high Naturalist 
Geared toward children aged 2-5, (siblings welcome) Knee-high Naturalist is a fun introduction to 
nature. We meet in the Nature Center where we begin by reading a nature-themed book or two and 
then take a short walk together outdoors, keeping our eyes open for animal tracks, shells, feathers and 
other signs of the natural world around us. Dress for the weather. Reservations are required at least 24 
hours in advance. The cost is $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the Nature Center upon your 
arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 

Friday, December 16th at 9:30am Wiggly Wanderers  
Wiggly wanderers is a new program that is offered to walking toddlers, carriable babies and their 
caregivers. This will be a beginner’s hike/wander series for toddlers who are ready to move and 
caregivers who are willing and able to baby wear and/or carry their toddler if their legs get too tired. We 
will not plan too much distance walking and we will rely on teachable moments to carry us through 
these experiences. Strollers will not work for these programs. While you do not need to attend each 
week, we will continue to build our toddlers hiking skills as well as their caregivers' confidence taking the 
children into the woods to explore. This program has limited sign up available, please pre-register. Call 
518-917-2174. Fee is 1$ per child.  
 
Sunday, December 18th at 9 am Eagle Watch 
This will be our first Eagle Watch of the season! Join a Park Educator on a convoy-style journey along the 
Hudson River to try to spot our local Bald Eagles. We will be getting in and out of vehicles at a few 
locations and, with a little luck, viewing the eagles through binoculars and a scope so make sure to bring 
your hat and gloves! If you have binoculars bring them; we do have a couple of pair to pass around as 
well. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $5 per adult (18+) and $1 per 
child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-
2174. 
 
Sunday, December 18th at 1 pm Family Hike 
Family hikes are slower paced, easy-going walks intended to comfortably bring people together in 
nature. All ages and abilities are welcome to join in. The pace and path will be determined by the group 



at the time of the hike. At this time our trails are not able to accommodate strollers or wheelchairs, 
however, we can stay to the roads making the hike more accessible. If this is something your party 
requires, please let us know when you sign up. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. 
The cost is $5 for adults (18+) and $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. 
To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Monday, December 19th at 10 am Knee-high Naturalist 
Geared toward children aged 2-5, (siblings welcome) Knee-high Naturalist is a fun introduction to 
nature. We meet in the Nature Center where we begin by reading a book or two and then take a short 
walk together outdoors, keeping our eyes open for animal tracks, shells, feathers and other signs of the 
natural world around us. This is the first Knee-high of the winter so remember to dress for the weather! 
As this program is on the day before Hanukkah begins, we will be reading a book about Hanukkah. 
Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $1 per child, payable by cash or check 
at the Nature Center upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Wednesday, December 21st at 10 am Lake Bonita Hike 
This is a moderate guided hike around the beautiful Lake Bonita. Some areas can be quite wet and icy so 
keep this in mind when choosing your footwear- micro-spikes and waterproof boots are recommended. 
If you don’t own micro-spikes we do have some available to borrow. Reservations are required at least 
24 hours in advance. The cost is $5 for adults (18+) and $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the 
office upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Thursday, December 22nd at 5 pm Evening Stroll 
This sparkling-new program will be a leisurely stroll setting out from the office parking lot and heading 
down to the beach, stopping along the way to appreciate the sky. As this is on the night before the New 
Moon there will be very little light interference from the moon so if the sky is clear we will have a 
spectacular view of the stars and visible planets. Bring binoculars if you’ve got them, we’ll have some to 
share as well. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $5 for adults (18+) and 
$1 per child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 
518-917-2174. 

Friday, December 23rd at 9:30am Wiggly Wanderers  
Wiggly wanderers is a new program that is offered to walking toddlers, carriable babies and their 
caregivers. This will be a beginner’s hike/wander series for toddlers who are ready to move and 
caregivers who are willing and able to baby wear and/or carry their toddler if their legs get too tired. We 
will not plan too much distance walking and we will rely on teachable moments to carry us through 
these experiences. Strollers will not work for these programs. While you do not need to attend each 
week, we will continue to build our toddlers hiking skills as well as their caregivers' confidence taking the 
children into the woods to explore. This program has limited sign up available, please pre-register. Call 
518-917-2174. Fee is 1$ per child.  
 

Monday, December 26th at 10 am Knee-high Naturalist 
Geared toward children aged 2-5, (siblings welcome) Knee-high Naturalist is a fun introduction to 
nature. We meet in the Nature Center where we begin by reading a book or two and then take a short 
walk together outdoors, keeping our eyes open for animal tracks, shells, feathers and other signs of the 
natural world around us. Winter has begun so remember to dress for the weather! As this program is on 
the day Kwanzaa begins, we will be reading a book about Kwanzaa. Reservations are required at least 24 



hours in advance. The cost is $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the Nature Center upon your 
arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Monday, December 26th at 1 pm Family Hike 
Some of us may have partaken in an extra serving or two of mashed potatoes on the day before this 
hike. Whether this applies to you or not, let's gather and spend some time breathing clean, fresh air and 
admiring the beauty of Moreau Lake State Park in early winter. As this is the first day of Kwanzaa, we 
will begin the hike with a short discussion on what Kwanzaa means and how it is celebrated. Family 
hikes are slower paced, easy-going walks intended to comfortably bring people together in nature. All 
ages and abilities are welcome to join in. The pace and path will be determined by the group at the time 
of the hike. At this time our trails are not able to accommodate strollers or wheelchairs, however, we 
can stay to the roads making the hike more accessible. If this is something your party requires, please let 
us know when you sign up. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $5 for 
adults (18+) and $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve your 
spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Tuesday, December 27th at 1 pm Letterboxing 
Looking to get the kids out of the house and into an outdoor adventure? Our letterboxing is a kind of 
treasure hunt designed to find natural objects based on a set of clues. This will take place in camping 
loop A. Once you've discovered all the clues, head down to the Warming Hut. Here you can warm 
yourself by the fire, enjoy refreshments provided by the Friends of Moreau Lake State Park and, if 
you've completed the letterboxing, you'll receive a prize! Reservations are required at least 24 hours in 
advance. The cost is $1 per child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve 
your spot call or text 518-917-2174. 
 
Wednesday, December 28th 12pm -2 pm Kids Crafts with Friends 
Always popular and such fun, join the Friends of Moreau Lake State Park for some winter crafts! Let your 
inner artist bust out and have some laughs while producing crafts to keep or give away. There is no fee 
for this program, however, reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. To reserve your spot 
call or text 518-917-2174.  
 
Thursday, December 29th 10am012pm Celebrating New Years Around the World 
Offered for the first time right here at MLSP! This 2-part program will help children to prepare for a year 
of gratitude as well as learning about how other cultures celebrate the end of one year and the 
beginning of another. We will decorate a label for a Gratitude Jar to take home and affix to a container. 
Every day throughout the year you are encouraged to write down one good thing that happened 
that day and place it in the jar. At the end of the year, look back and recall all of the good that 
happened! We will also have stations set up to explore some of the many ways people throughout the 
world celebrate the New Year. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in advance. The cost is $1 per 
child, payable by cash or check at the office upon your arrival. To reserve your spot call or text 518-917-
2174.  
 
Friday, December 30th at 9:30am Wiggly Wanderers  
Wiggly wanderers is a new program that is offered to walking toddlers, carriable babies and their 
caregivers. This will be a beginner’s hike/wander series for toddlers who are ready to move and 
caregivers who are willing and able to baby wear and/or carry their toddler if their legs get too tired. We 
will not plan too much distance walking and we will rely on teachable moments to carry us through 
these experiences. Strollers will not work for these programs. While you do not need to attend each 



week, we will continue to build our toddlers hiking skills as well as their caregivers' confidence taking the 
children into the woods to explore. This program has limited sign up available, please pre-register. Call 
518-917-2174. Fee is 1$ per child.  
 
 


